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gards reports of area and account, if there are already in
the dlwan previously established (muqaddar) records
(usul), their truth is determined by reference to those
records, and if the reports are found to be in accordance
with them, they are entered (ithbat). If, however, there
are no such records, then the entry is made in accordance
with the statements of the person who made the report
(raff}. As regards reports of receipt and settlement, they
are entered in the registers, on the mere strength of the
statement of the person who is making the report, since he
is reporting against, and not for, his own interests. Finally,
as regards reports of expenditure, the person making the
report is really putting forth a claim (dafwa) and there-
fore his report is not entered unless substantiated by con-
vincing proof. If he presents as evidence the authorization
(tawqlc) of a superior officer the procedure is as explained
above.

The Audit of the Accounts of Officials. The procedure
in this connection differs according as the collector deals with
tithe or kharcij. If he is a collector of kharaj, then it is
his duty to make a report (raf) of his account to the regis-
trar, who is bound to verify the accuracy of the account.
It is not, however, the duty of the collector of tithe to
make a report of his account to the registrar, nor is it the
duty of the registrar to audit his account, because the tithe,
in al-ShafiTs opinion, is a kind of sadaqah whose disburse-
ment so little is a prerogative of the authorities (wulat),
that should the tithe payer settle his tithe dues directly to
the poor, his debt is discharged (ajzafat) as between him
and God. According to Abu Hanifah, however, the col-
lector of tithe is under obligation to make a report of his.
account, and the registrar to audit the same.

When the account of a collector has been audited by the
registrar of the dlwan, if no difference of view has arisen